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TO: Assistant Schools Division Superintendent ?T:‘_ s wwﬂ, s —
Chiefs and Section Heads —
Education Programs Supervisor
Public Schools District Supervisor
School Heads
All Other Concerned
This Division
FROM: EDILBERTO L. OPLENARIA, CESO V
Schoqls Ojvision Superintendentﬁ"
SUBJECT: DISCONTINUANCE OF SPRAYING OR MISTING DISINFECTANTS AND THE USE

OF DISINFECTION BOOTHS OR SANITENTS

DATE: APRIL 15, 2020

1. Relative to DepED Task Force COVID-19 Memorandum No. 034, s. 2020 titled
DISCONTINUANCE OF SPRAYING OR MISTING DISINFECTANTS AND THE USE OF
DISINFECTION BOOTHS OR SANITENTS and in adherence to the DOH Facebook announcement
dated April 10, 2020, all DepED schools and offices are enjoined to immediately discontinue
any disinfection practices involving spraying and/or misting of disinfectants, including the use
of disinfection booths or sanitents as these practices, according to DOH, have no supporting
evidence killing the viruses and may cause additional health and safety concerns.

2. Proper disinfection practices shall be done through soaking of objects completely or
disinfection of the surfaces directly. Alcohol, Chlorine, and other chemicals can still be used
to disinfect objects based on approved recommendations from trusted health experts and
authorities. Consequently, current disinfection practices in the DepED-LDN schools and offices
such as mopping of floors, wiping of walls, tables, chairs and other objects that are especially
in frequent contact of our hands are still encouraged following the aforementioned DOH
recommended manner of disinfection, RE: 0.5 % Sodium Hypochlorite (Hypo)/Bleach solution
(1: 10% solution).

3. Continuity in the observance of healthy practices such as physical distancing, frequent hand
washing, and avoidance of touching any part of the face with an unclean hands is strongly
advised.

4. For wide dissemination and strict compliance.
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Regional Directors

Schools Division Superintendents

Chiefs, ESSDs, CAOs, SGODs and AOSs
Principals, Schools Heads, and Teachers-in-C

DepEd Central Office Task Force COVID-19
All Others Concerned
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DISCONTINUANCE OF SPRAYING OR MISTING
DISINFECTANTS AND

THE USE OF DISINFECTION
BOOTHS OR SANITENTS

[t

Depld Task Force COVID-19 he all DepEd schools and
immediately discontinue

spraying or misting disinfectants,
including the use of disinfection booths or sanitents {ollowing warnags of the
Departinent of He alth (DOH) and the

Weorld Healls Urranization (WHO) agass
EUCHh practces
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e DOH

in a Facebook announce ment
DOl e omne:

on Apnl 10, 2020, savs that ® does
wd spraving oy misting as these do not protect aganst COVID- 19, and
“may even cause harm® and thas *e vervone should NOT SPray or mist disinfectants

arthus tme” but instead “soak objects complet
to kill the virus.” 11 o follow

ely or disinfect surfaces ‘
Up announcement. the DOH clarifies that “to
the virus, objects and surfaces

have to be wiped directly with 0.5, sodiam
hypochlorite/ bleach solution (1:10 selution).”
¥

The DOH savs that “there % Do fadenor to support that Spraving of sarfaces
or large-scale misting of areas, indoos or outdoor with disingec ting agents, kills 1the
virus. The DO adds that ‘spraving has an additsonal health and safery concern
a8 it can (1) cause pathogens (o be dispersed further from direct application of 3
spray. (2) result w skin irtation or mhalation of che micals and suhscqum

development of respiratory side effects, and (3) may also cause CTIVIT T Me e
podtution ”

Simularly, the WHO Philippines clanfied on Aprid 10, 2020 the spray)
mistung alcohol. chlonne. or other chemicals
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baoths, does not kall viruses that have already gotten inaide the body The WHO
Phalippines adds that SPraving or musting said chemicals can even damage clothes
Or on€'s “mucous membranes” (in the eves. mouth and respiratory system).

The WHO Phulippunes clanfies. however, that alcohol, chlorine, and other
ch.baheuhtdlhmdtodﬂnkctobjn&hn‘uw
recommendations

The WHO Philippines further adds that physical distancing. frequent
mmmtmmmm.mmn-ﬁuu
the effective Measures against contracting the virus

All decision makers across ali governance levels are reminded to base all
decisions and plans on avalable evidence and recommendations frem trusted
health experts and authonties,

For widest dissemunation and compliance
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